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DINR chief prefers

woods to his office

By Ann Bailey
Herald Staff Writer
HIEF LAKE WILDLIFE
REFUGE, Minn. — Jerry
Maertens can swivel his
chair away from mounds
of paperwork and gaze out a window
that frames poplars and pines rising
out of knee-deep snow.

The DNR Thief Lake area wildlife
manager, recently honored by the
Minnesota Fish and Wildlife Employ-
ees Association, readily volunteers
that, given the choice, he'd spend
more time in the world outside of his
window and less time tied to his desk.

The association honored Maertens
— one man stuck in the middle of the
great Grygla, Minn., elk controversy
— for his contributions to wildlife
during the 13 years he’s managed the
area.

He’s spent much more time than he

likes pushing a pencil during those 13
years, a job demand he would trade
for tagging birds at a moment’s no-
tice.

“We end up with, for about every
hour of field work, two hours of paper
work,” said Maertens, a tall, trim
man with a neatly clipped white
beard.

“Almost all of the wildlife people
are snowed with paper work.”

Maertens, 50, tries to compensate
for the time spent working indoors by
heading outdoors, especially in the
spring when the birds return. He said
his wife, Shirley, and daughters, Kim,
Michele and Lisa, share his love for
the outdoors.

“I think it’s really nice to see the
birds come back,” he said. “We had
our first geese back Thursday”’

M DNR: See Page 2B

A tribute to Jerry
Maertens and other
managers who,

got ‘er done!



https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=57e071508d&view=att&th=139d5642fd143ee5&attid=0.2&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=57e071508d&view=att&th=139d5642fd143ee5&attid=0.2&disp=inline&safe=1&zw

DISTRIBUTION OF BOOMING GROUNDS AND SANCTUARIES
IN KERTSONVILLE STUDY AREA. 1980
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n.tradition of prairie




8 I ran across an old photo in a book “Side
" Trips, The photography of Sumner W.

. Matteson 1898-1908". It is of Prairie
Chicken hunters in Polk Co. 1905. The
fella lying on the ground is identified as
gz ].\\. Stairs of Crookston, “a one-legged

% /nternational champion wing shot".
| Erik Fritzell
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Prairie Chicken Range
in Minnesota






The Hamerstré
and barn




Aldo Leopold with two of his prize graduate students, probably in 1939, Hammy

assumes an ironic professorial stance; Fran is her photogenic self.
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Sometime, spring of 1973
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Pure folly, says Jim

The status and future of Minnesota’s prairie chicken will
be the subject of a conference in Crookston,

Jim Putnam, editor of the Granite Falls Tribune, thinks
it’s pure folly to call such a meeting. He says there has been
DO open season on prairie chicken since 1942. The population
began to decline sharply as the acreage of cultivated land
increased, grass lands disappeared and land owners converted
their wheat fields to corn and soybeans.

Putnam said he grew up with a .410 shotgun and has never
killed or even seen a prairie chicken. Said he:

““We haven’t seen any zebras running around the acres,
either. The chickens have flown the coop and the meeting at
Crookston is just another reason why Minnesota taxes are
among the highest in the world.”

"It is not the critic who counts, blah, blah, blah "
T. Roosevelt, arena speech.




"We have requested 1 Y4 million dollars over 10 years to
acquire 10,000 acres of prairie chicken lands. 12-18-1974

The fact that all of you worked together on the prairie
chicken conference a year ago and had this data compiled
in one spot made it possible for us to submit this request,”

pePARTMENT _Natural Resources - Wildlife

: G. Nielsen, R. Farmes, T. Wolfe, M. Paterson and DATE: 12-18-74
G. Maertens

From: Roger: Holmes

: Roger Holmes ‘

TO: G. Nielsen’ R. FarmeS, SUBJECT: Prairie Chicken Proposal to MRC
T. Wolfe’ M . Paterson, and I have sent copies of our MRC proposal on prairie chickens

to the regional managers but wanted to write you a separate memo.

G. Maertens. We have, as outlined in the proposal, requested 1% million

dollars over a ten-year period to acquire 10,000 acres of prairie
chicken lands.

The fact that all of you worked together on the prairie
chicken conference a year ago and had this data compiled in one

u bject n P AP spot made it possible for us to submit this request.
S . Frairie

We only found out about the need for submitting requests to
MRC about a week before all proposals had to be in. This was
= evidently because of a lack of communication between the MRC Committee
and the Department. We also found out at that time they were not
going to give much consideration to on going programs, so Dave
suggested we ask for money for the prairie chicken and I pulled
a request together using the Prairie Chicken Conference Proceedings.

-
tO M I n nesota Obviously all the information was taken out of the Conference

Proceedings and without this data, we would not have been able to
make the request.

We do not know if we will get any money, but there is at least
a possibility and if nothing else, the matter will receive some

additional publicity.

Commission g

Merlyn Wesloh
Mike Casey




The Hamerstrom Award = in tr:bute '
vto Fred and Fran Hamerstrom ,
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"Good works need not be done in a sepulchral atmosphere!”
Fred Hamerstrom

ANINUAL GATHERING OF THE FLOCK
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Dancing has even been known to break out at grouse gathér/ng!




Some of the Rothsay Chicken People













Who says chickens don’t

=

ghave star power?



Karen Smith, burn
manager and artist,
extraordinaire



Dan Svedarsky and
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Historically it was believed , prairie ci ” 2
ecological requirements. However, as settlement of the prairies spr;aﬁ:sé‘d?ﬂ’rim"i
chicken habitat. This allowed prairie chickens to move into what was once sharptail
territory, and presented the opportunity for hybridization The first hybrid was report
1877 in lowa, and the next in 1884
Today, prairie chickens and sharp-tailed grouse often share similar habitats. Althou
sharptails prefer a small amount of woody vegetation with their prairie, both require
areas for leks. It is at the lek that the potential for hybridization occurs. In areas wh

e chicken and sharptail territories overlap, leks can often be used by both®

There is typically a more dominant ¢ ~which can cause hens of the less

to interbreed. For example, if a sharptail female is at a lek dominated by

e shurting LGS
#1997 1 ¢ el The meet inpartant hing s
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Fast forward to 2004 and due to the efforts of

a WHOLE bunch of people and partnerships, . ° |
Governor Pawlenty and Secretary of Interior

¥ O

Gail Norton establish the Glacial Rldge Gl o
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Mdrri‘s “Pat” Paterson, first TNC

prairie manager. "A passmnate
state of mind.”
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% "One of the penalties of an ecological
-education is that one lives alone in a
World Of Waunds. i Aldo Leopold
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It's getting
people up and
out “Sunrise
Services!”




Feather Featu
-50th Annual Meetir

4 -New Life Members

‘;‘ Y -Grouse Trail at Pheasan

= ‘ ' -Awards to Close Compa
- : -The Adventures of Tympie

-Pieces of the Prairi

NEWSLETTER

Volume 48, No. 4, Fall, 2022
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The Adventures of Tympie Nuchus
By Ross H. Hier










Grouse and plant succession

PRAIRIE

(Grasses)

1%
y 2 35 HANN

GRASS-BRUSH

(Grasses, Shrubs,
Groves)

PRAIRI! CHICKEN

SHARPTAIL

RUSHLAND
(Grasses, Many Shrubs,

Many Open
Woodlands)

RUFFED GROUSE

SPRUCE GROUSE

FOREST

(Young Forest, Heavy
Brush, Few Grasslands)

.l SUCCESSIONAL DIRECTION

(Dense, usually old,
often Climax Stands)
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PANKRATZ PRAIRIE

A SANCTUARY FOR PRARIE Wi FL PRESTAVID
8Y THE MMNESOTA CHAPTER OF TWE WATE
] CONSERVANCY W MEMORY OF MORMAN PANKRATE
(IS50-1970) AN DUTSTAMOING CONSERVATION
STUOENT AT THE UNVERSTY OF
MINESOTA, CRODKSTON
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Sharp-tailed Grouse
Range
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Glacial Ridge National Wildlife Refuge
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Central Polk County/GIaC|aI Rldge

Red River
Prairie




_Glacial Rldge Pralrles Central Polk County

* E “"‘ . - Native Prairie Bank

1 - " ‘ ' .“ # - - The Nature Conservancy

Scientific and Natural Area

State Wildlife Management Area

USFWS Waterfowl Production Areas
. - USFWS Easement

National Wildlife Refuges
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TNC’s Pankratz Prairie. 23 July 2023



Infrequent (less than 3
years) is stimulatory.



Redosier dogwood
Pankratz Prairie.

along old fenceline.
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