
“The fifty ye history of the Minnesota                       

Prairie Chicken Society and some conservation 

concerns.”

Dan Svedarsky and 

Terry Wolfe



A tribute to Jerry 
Maertens and other 
managers who, 
got  ‘er done!

https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=57e071508d&view=att&th=139d5642fd143ee5&attid=0.2&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=57e071508d&view=att&th=139d5642fd143ee5&attid=0.2&disp=inline&safe=1&zw




A rich tradition of prairie 
grouse hunting in the North



“In Harry Stairs 
backyard and the 
pup that died in 
October”
                  
     

I ran across an old photo in a book “Side 
Trips, The photography of Sumner W. 
Matteson 1898-1908”.  It is of Prairie 
Chicken hunters in Polk Co. 1905. The 
fella lying on the ground is identified as 
J.W. Stairs of Crookston, “a one-legged 
international champion wing shot”.  
Erik Fritzell









The Hamerstrom House, 
and barn





Grady Mann and the Hamerstroms at Fergus Falls meeting of 
the Minnesota Prairie Chicken Society.  1974



Beginnings – The 
Minnesota Prairie 
Chicken Society



“It is not the critic who counts, ------  blah, blah, blah “  
   T. Roosevelt, arena speech.

Sometime,  spring of 1973



“We have requested 1 ¼ million dollars over 10 years to 
acquire 10,000 acres of prairie chicken lands.

The fact that all of you worked together on the prairie 
chicken conference a year ago and had this data compiled 
in one spot made it possible for us to submit this request.”

From: Roger: Holmes

To: G. Nielsen, R. Farmes, 
T. Wolfe, M. Paterson, and 
G. Maertens.
 

Subject:  Prairie 
Chicken Proposal 
to Minnesota 
Resources 
Commission

12-18-1974



The Hamerstrom Award – in tribute 
to Fred and Fran Hamerstrom 



“Good works need not be done in a sepulchral atmosphere!”
                       Fred Hamerstrom1991

2023



Dancing has even been known to break out at grouse gathering!



Some of the Rothsay Chicken People





Ben Thoma and Bud Tordoff





Who says chickens don’t 

have star power?



Karen Smith, burn 
manager and artist, 
extraordinaire









Fast forward to 2004 and due to the efforts of 
a WHOLE bunch of people and partnerships, 
Governor Pawlenty and Secretary of Interior 
Gail Norton establish the Glacial Ridge 
National Wildlife Refuge!



John Toepfer
John Toepfer



Morris “Pat” Paterson, first TNC 
prairie manager. “A passionate 
state of mind.”



"One of the penalties of an ecological 
education is that one lives alone in a 
world of wounds.”                 Aldo Leopold



The first 
chicken 
season 
since 
1942!





It’s getting 
people up and 
out “Sunrise 
Services!” 



“Winter Chickens” 

                      By Ross Hier



Brian Winter  Class of ‘ 78 – Future 
Rock Star!

Brian Winter   ‘ 78 
                  



And now for some conservation concerns



Grouse and plant succession





Convergence of biomes



Diverse Polk County











Good grass in North DakotaLeo Kirsch, burn management pioneer





Fire – non-selective tool



1975



2003







Jason Ekstein, Master landscape restorationist 

and mentor, Glacial Ridge National Wildlife Refuge



Central Polk County/Glacial Ridge
Pembina Trail SNA (TNC)

Red River 
Prairie 
Subsection



Glacial Ridge Prairies Central Polk County





WPA near “Downer, MN” along H-9. 
14  July 2023. 



TNC’s Pankratz Prairie.  23 July 2023



Infrequent (less than 3 
years) is stimulatory.



Redosier dogwood 

along old fenceline. 

Pankratz Prairie. 

14 Sept 2020

Looking east over 
Kertsonville WMA. 
Redosier dogwood 
purple, willow still 
green. 
14 Sept 2020



The End
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