
N 
orth America’s grouse are 

icons of our continent, 

perhaps even more than 

bison, bald eagles, or wild turkeys. There 

is a native grouse species for nearly 

every American landscape: treeless 

tundra, boreal forests, deciduous 

forests, steppes, shrublands, and 

prairies. Untold generations of humans 

have marveled at the elaborate mating 

displays of grouse and have captured 

the beauty of their form on hide and 

canvas. We have imitated their dancing 

and worn their intricate plumage. We 

have hunted them to survive, for 

market, and as part of a grand tradition 

of sport: the union of hunter, dog and 

bird offering a powerful connection to 

lands and seasons.   

We have revered and depended upon 

these dramatic native birds, even as we 

drove some grouse species to extinction, 

and others to the brink. The heath hen, 

so familiar to American colonists, was 

gone from the eastern coastal barrens 

by 1840. It was perhaps the first 

American wildlife species to be 

recognized as being in dire need of 

conservation. Efforts to avoid its 

extinction began as early as 1791, but 

the last heath hen died in 1932, despite 

heroic efforts. More than 80 notes 

recorded during the 1803 Lewis and 

Clark Expedition mention the five 

species of grouse they encountered, 

from greater prairie-chickens to greater 

sage-grouse and even white-tailed 

ptarmigan. 

Today, even with vast landscape 

changes we have wrought through 

settlement and development, 12 native 

grouse species still inhabit our 

continent, though their numbers are a 

far cry from the days of Lewis and Clark. 

If we focus our efforts cooperatively, we 

can be assured that they will all remain 

and thrive as a part of the living and 

irreplaceable natural tapestry.  

The North American Grouse 

Partnership has a single and 

focused mission: the active 

conservation of all 12 of our 

native North American 

grouse species.  

When native grouse are 

doing well on a landscape, 

it represents America at our 

best! 
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The Key Voice for Grouse in North America 

The most obvious threats to the future of our native grouse 

are clear: impending and existing changes to grouse habitats. 

Loss and degradation of grasslands, sagebrush steppes, sand

-sage prairies, and shinnery oak prairies are having 

devastating impacts to prairie grouse species, and declining 

early successional forest habitats are contributing to the 

decline of forest grouse populations. These threats continue, 

and in many cases, are intensifying.  

Founded in 1999 by professional biologists, wildlife 

managers, and dedicated citizen conservationists, the North 

American Grouse Partnership (NAGP) has become the 

strongest and best voice for grouse conservation. We serve as 

a powerful catalyst for on-the-ground conservation efforts, a 

reliable source for the latest in research and management 

expertise, and a vital link to a vast professional network of 

grouse biologists.  

Using the best available science and professional insight from 

our grouse conservation experience, we work with all 

stakeholders to achieve a more effective model of 

conservation: a collaborative approach on a landscape-scale, 

neither seeking conflict nor shying from it.   

Our approach includes not just the conservation of the birds 

and landscapes but also the preservation of the human 

connections inherent to the species. We cannot imagine a 

country without grouse and the intimate experiences and 

inspiration which they provide.  

 

 

 

 NAGP Delivers:  

 A dedicated champion whose sole focus is on 

grouse conservation policy and scientific 

management  

 An unparalleled network of experienced grouse 

scientists to lead partnerships, management, and 

research 

 Sustainable partnerships with stakeholders for the 

stewardship of landscapes that host sustainable 

grouse populations 
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Addressing the Threats 

There are few more compelling experiences than traveling North America’s 

grasslands and western shrubland country in the spring and watching the 

spectacular courtship rituals of sage grouse, prairie chickens, and sharp-tailed 

grouse. The experience is primordial and part of its undeniable power lies in 

the knowledge that these birds can thrive and co-exist with humans only if we 

provide proper stewardship of their habitats. NAGP will work diligently with 

our partners for the continued existence of strong populations of these 

genuinely native creatures and in doing so we have fulfilled our responsibility 

as good stewards of the American land.  

As wildlife professionals, and as lifelong outdoorsmen and women, the NAGP 

understands that the health of our grouse populations directly reflects the integrity and sustainability of the spectacular 

natural landscapes that these birds inhabit. We are finding new ways to confront and solve long-standing problems with a 

solution-oriented approach. We can have sustainable natural 

resource use and development and keep all of our grouse species 

and our native wildlife diversity.   

NAGP Envisions:  

 A focused, scientific approach to conservation policy and 

management for all 12 North American grouse species  

 Effective policies and actions that lead to increased 

grouse populations, expanded distribution of grouse, 

restored habitats, and the conservation of key grouse 

landscapes 
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When native grouse are 

doing well on a landscape, 

it represents America at our 

best! 

 

 

It is our sincere wish that you— as a 

hunter, falconer, conservationist, believer 

in the power and potential of the 

American landscape – will join us and 

bring your unique expertise and passion to 

this grand effort.  

 

For More Information: 

Steve Belinda, Executive Director 

307-231-3128  

sbelinda@grousepartners.org 

www.grousepartners.org 

We Need Your Help! 

The NAGP is expanding and collaborating with more diverse 

groups – including conservationists, industry, elected officials 

and academia – to better accomplish our critical mission of 

native grouse conservation. The NAGP is succeeding at a 

critical time in history, when so many competing needs 

threaten our native grasslands, shrublands, and landscapes. 

We are the most effective advocates for North American 

grouse and the species that share their vast landscape 

habitats. We will find every possible path, new and old, to 

deliver the most effective grouse conservation.  

NAGP Priorities: 

 Implementation of the Grassland Conservation 

Plan for Prairie Grouse, a scientific roadmap for 

prairie chicken and sharp-tailed grouse 

conservation at the landscape scale that 

emphasizes partnership with federal, state and 

local agencies, industry, businesses, organizations, 

and landowners. 

 The identification and implementation of 

conservation practices that specifically benefit 

grouse species through federal Farm Bill 

conservation programs, federal Land Use Plan 

implementation, collaboration with state fish and 

wildlife agencies, and other conservation delivery 

mechanisms. 

 Increased awareness of the needs of grouse, 

particularly ptarmigan and forest grouse that lack 

reliable scientific information regarding the status 

of their populations and habitats. 

 Successful implementation of greater and 

Gunnison sage-grouse and lesser prairie-chicken 

conservation plans and the continued recovery of 

these species.  

 Continued growth in NAGP supporters and 

partners to form a leading conservation entity, 

with a powerful network of landowners, 

businesses, and organizations that are dedicated 

to grouse conservation. 

 


