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The North American Grouse Partnership is a Key Voice for grouse in North America whose mission 

is to promote the conservation of grouse and the habitats necessary for survival and reproduction 

The North American Grouse Partnership (NAGP) had an active year in 2018 with work focusing primarily on the 
prairie grouse species (lesser prairie-chicken (LPC), greater prairie-chicken (GPC), sharp-tailed grouse and sage-
grouse). By working with our conservation partners we were effective at reaching policy and management audi-
ences we could not have reach alone. Our efforts were aimed specifically to ensure the effective implementation 
of conservation strategies for LPC and sage-grouse, ensuring the 2018 Farm Bill was beneficial to grouse, and help-
ing raise awareness of the needs of all grouse species by participating in numerous meetings and conferences 
where we championed grouse conservation with the conservation community. Through it all we worked for the 
birds, the landscapes they inhabit and the human connections to both. 

Sage-grouse continued to be a priority in 2018 and NAGP, along with our partners, provided advice and expertise 
to federal and state planning efforts to ensure that science would continue to the foundation for grouse manage-
ment. Working with the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership we provided comments to the Bureau of 
Land Management Land Use Planning amendments which looked to weaken grouse protections and align man-
agement of federal lands with state grouse plans. Results were mixed with some states strengthening their 
efforts, some staying the same and some lessening their grouse conservation commitments.  

NAGP continued to take the lead in ensuring that conservation of LPC were successful and effective. In January 
2018, based on our 2017 review of the status of LPC and the conservation programs directed at this species, a 
“Partners” forum was held in Oklahoma. Almost 100 conservationists attended and developed a path forward on 
many of the recommendations we included in our report. NAGP also worked to stop the IUCN from down-listing 
the LPC which could have led to weakened protections. NAGP views LPC as in a recovery mode, and identified the 
need for substantial increased conservation efforts if this species is to be maintained across its range in functional 
populations. 

Federal policy is an important point of engagement for NAGP and in 2018 efforts were aimed at ensuring grouse 
would get their needs met in the 2018 Farm Bill. NAGP working with Pheasants Forever/Quail Forever and other 
partners provided valuable input for the management and funding for native grasslands and helped stave off dras-
tic cuts to programs that benefit grouse. A huge win for grouse came through with the Sage-grouse and Mule 
Deer Restoration Act being included in the final passage of the Farm Bill and a huge thank you goes to NAGP part-
ner – the Mule Deer Foundation, who did the heavy lifting on the bill. Another successful fight was the elimination 
of riders for the National Defense Authorization Act which would have undermined sage-grouse and LPC conser-
vation efforts. 

NAGP continues to lead on two on-going interstate working groups - one for GPC and one for sharp-tailed grouse. 
NAGP strongly endorses the work of these groups as pro-active actions to maintain these species which are serv-
ing as flagship species for grassland conservation. NAGP was a sponsor of the 2018 International Grouse Symposi-
um held in UT with staff, board, and council of scientist members figuring prominently in the program. 

Thus, NAGP played a very active role in policy and management for grouse in 2018 and contributed to some vital 
successes for grouse. We look to build on these successes in the years to come. 



Programs (78.13%), 
$45,226

Administration 
(14.04%), $8,128

Fundraising (7.82%), 
$4,528

2018 Functional Expenses
January 1 - December 31, 2018

Programs (78.13%)

Administration (14.04%)

Fundraising (7.82%)

 2018 

Beginning Balance $43,721 

Income $67,781 

Expenses $57,882 

Ending Balance $53,620 

Conservation Partners and Key Contributors 

 Mule Deer Foundation Grasslans Charitable Foundation 
 Pheasants Forever/Quail Forever, Inc. Wolf Creek Charitable Foundation 
 Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership WI Sharp-tailed Grouse Society 
 Ecosystem Management Research Institute Seidman Family Foundation 
 Ruffed Grouse Society Lesser Prairie Chicken Conservation, LCC 
 Alberta Falconry Association  
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NAGP Life Members 

 Steve Belinda Bob Berry Colin Bludau Andrew Bogan 
 Thomas Bogan Pascal Buckley Tom Cade Keith Carpenter 
 Christina Cragholm Jamey Eddy Jeff Gronauer Thomas Henning 
 Timothy Hickok Julie Kelleher-Stacy Quenton McEntee Douglas Miller 
 Tom Mohrhauser Doug Pineo Steve Riley Terry Riley 
 Ralph Rogers Simon Rood Steve Sherrod Rollin Sparrowe 
 John Toepfer Peter T. Toot Leslie Walker Wayne Walker 
 John Warren James Weaver Peter Widener Alex Woodruff 

Staff 
Steve Belinda, Executive Director  Terry Riley, Director of Policy 

 

Board of Directors 
 Jon Haufler, President Rollin Sparrowe, Vice-pres. James Rice, Treasurer 
 Steve Riley, Secretary Andrew Bogan Dan Cecchini, Jr. 
 Willard Heck Chris Madson Robert Manes 
 Doug Pineo Ralph Rogers Steve Sherrod 
 Jon Toepfer James Weaver 
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