Phatography and text by Mich&el A
UplanekBird Research Biologist,
¥ Department of Fish and Wildlife, and

lue Grouse (Dendragapus obscu-
rus) are widely distributed in the
mountainous portions of western
North America. Although they generally
winter in coniferous forest, their breed-
ing habitats are quite varied. The nesting
habitats include shrubsteppe, steppe,
=7t & mountain shrub, open coniferous forest,
clearcuts old growth forest, and alpine (Zwickel 1992, Blue
Grouse, The Birds of North America, No. 15). Blue Grouse
nest on the ground, usually protected by shrub and/or herba-
ceous cover, and within 1 mile of conifers. The nesting
habitats tend to be more open for birds in the interior regions
(east of the Oregon/Washington Cascades).

There are very few systematic surveys being con-
ducted to evaluate population trends for Blue Grouse in
North America. Although many states use wing barrels,
check stations, transects, and hunter questionnaires to moni-
tor grouse populations, the data for Blue Grouse are usually
insufficient to provide reliable indications of population
change. One of the reasons for this lack of data is that Blue
Grouse regularly migrate into forested winter habitats at rel-
atively high elevations. Because these winter habitats are
relatively inaccessible to hunters, the harvest rate in many
populations appears to be low.

The current Blue Grouse distribution appears to be
relatively unchanged from historical levels. Nevertheless,
Blue Grouse populations have been greatly reduced in local-
ized areas, such as the human population centers west of the
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Cascades. Blue Grouse have also cen reduced in areas
where native habitat has been converted for crop production
or degraded by abuse. The current North American popula-
tion is estimated to be about 1,000, 000 with 400,000 in the
United States and

600,000 in

Canada (Storch

2000, Grouse,

Status Survey and

Conservation

Action Plan

2000-2004).

Because the over-

all population and

distribution of

Blue Grouse

appears to be rel-
atively secure at

the present time,

Blue Grouse are

not listed by any
state or federal

government as
threatened or
endangered.
There is a
possibility that
the American
Ornithologists’
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